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Canadian Accredited Independent Schools 
(CAIS)

• National Association, internationally recognized

• 91 CAIS Member Independent Day & Boarding Schools across Canada

• 27 not-for-profit boarding schools with on-campus boarding facilities

• Top university preparatory schools in Canada for Canadian and international 

students
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What is Accreditation?
• All CAIS Boarding Schools meet or exceed these standards and 

undergo a CAIS Accreditation review every 7 years.
• 12 CAIS National Standards. (Standard 12 - Boarding Program)

Why does it matter?
There are many choices for secondary education in Canada. CAIS 
Accreditation is the standard of excellence in Canadian education. 
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Why Parents Choose Independent 
Schools over Public Schools?

1. Personal attention to students

2. Academic reputation

3. Small class size

4. Size of the school

5. Access to faculty

6. Quality of facilities
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CAIS Boarding School Advantages
• 99% of CAIS Boarding School graduates attend university, in Canada, USA, and 

around the world.
• Extensive university counselling is provided to students as early as Grade 9.
• Rigorous academic program and support – IB, AP
• Strong co-curricular programs.
• Opportunity to develop life skills: confidence, independence, and leadership –

residential experience is second to none.
• Cultural mosaic allows all students to be 

welcomed and feel accepted into 
our communities. 
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A School For Everyone

The boarding environment is very safe and provides 
supervision and support for international students –
ensures they are fully integrated into a 24/7 
immersive learning environment. 



CAIS BOARDING IN CANADA 2012

Albert College
Founded in 1857, Albert College is Canada's 
oldest, independent, co-educational, day and 
boarding school. With 162 years of experience 
and excellence in education, Albert College 
provides an enriched and engaging curriculum 
from Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 12. We also 
offer an ESL program and a 3 week ESL 
Summer School program in August. A 'home 
away from home' to students from Canada and 
over 20 nations, Albert College offers 
residency to both male and female students 
beginning in Grade 7 (12 years old). We 
believe in a well-rounded education and at 
Albert our students embrace Albert's 'A's –
Academics, Arts, Athletics, Active Citizenship 
and Adventure as part of their university 
preparation. With an average class size of 
approximately 15 students, Albert College is a 
small school where everyone knows your 
name and students get the attention they need 
and deserve.
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Appleby College
Located on a picturesque 60-acre campus 30 
minutes west of downtown Toronto, in the 
small town of Oakville, Ontario, Appleby 
College is a coeducational day/boarding school 
for more than 760 students in Grades 7-12. 
Founded in 1911, the Appleby experience has 
always emphasized educating the whole 
student. From its rigorous university 
preparatory curriculum, to strong athletics and 
artistic programs, to leadership and 
experiential learning offered at the school’s 
northern campus and its extensive involvement 
in Round Square and related international 
service learning projects, Appleby has 
established itself as one of Canada’s and the 
world’s leading schools. Attracting students 
from over 52 different countries, Appleby 
prides itself on its unique learning environment 
that promotes global awareness and cultural 
understanding.
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Ashbury College
Established in 1891, Ashbury College is a leading co-
educational boarding school located in the heart of 
Canada’s capital city, Ottawa. Ashbury students have 
access to all the resources and multi-cultural 
elements that our capital city offers, in a safe and 
pristine environment. With over 65 countries 
represented in our student population, Ashbury 
students are exposed to global perspectives on a 
daily basis. Our new state-of-the-art residences (all 
with en suite bathrooms) are home to 109 boarders 
from 40 countries. Our student to teacher ratio of 9:1 
and average class size of 17 ensures a 100% 
university placement rate. 

Our diversity and broad world view are further 
enhanced as an International Baccalaureate (IB) 
World School for over 40 years, as a member of 
Round Square International, the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award program, and through our bilingual diploma 
(French and English). We are pleased to now offer 
long weekend programming for all our boarding 
students. Ashbury offers a truly world class boarding 
experience.
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Balmoral Hall School
Located in the heart of Winnipeg, Balmoral Hall was 
founded in 1901 by a group of entrepreneurs to offer a 
girls’ an education that pushed all limits and exceeded 
boundaries girls faced in their education. Opening 
Spring 2019 our Center for Arts and Design continues 
to break down all barriers to learning by providing a 
specialized environment that supports enriched and 
innovative experiences in science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and mathematics (STEAM).
An independent day and boarding school for girls 
aged 2 to Grade 12, BH welcomes students from 
around the world, encouraging them to discover their 
passions in ACADEMICS, ARTS & ATHLETICS. Our 
newly renovated on campus boarding for girls ages 11 
to 18, offers private rooms for 80 girls and a range of 
evening and weekend activities. ESL specialists work 
one on one with every second language student 
during the week and in Saturday classes. Our 
acclaimed ESL program recorded an unprecedented 
success this September 2018, with 56% of our grade 
12 ESL students having achieved level 7 or 8 on 
IELTS assessment-meeting direct entry language 
requirements to leading North America and world 
universities.
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Bishop’s College School
Established in 1836 in Quebec, Canada, Bishop’s 
College School (BCS) is an IB World School offering 
the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 
and certificates. With a 250-acre campus bordered by 
farmland and rolling hills on one side and by the city 
of Sherbrooke on the other, BCS is a small, 
welcoming community and a second home to 
students from over 39 different countries.

We create a caring community of learning and 
development where cultures connect and individuals 
matter. By embracing a rigorous yet supportive 
academic program and a well-rounded education that 
includes athletics, the arts, leadership and 
development, and global citizenship, BCS is preparing 
students to become tomorrow’s leaders. We offer a 
Bilingual Option (English and French), as well as the 
Duke of Edinburgh's Award program, and are a proud 
member of Round Square, through which students 
can go on exchanges and volunteer abroad.
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Havergal College
Founded in 1894 Havergal College is one of 
Canada’s pre-eminent independent schools for girls. 
Havergal empowers students to develop into dynamic 
global leaders with inquiring minds, wisdom and self-
knowledge. A Havergal girl is encouraged to 
investigate and explore the world around her while 
discovering her own unique capabilities. Boarding life 
at Havergal is full of cultural richness and diversity. 
Outside school hours, Boarders take full advantage of 
the multitude of opportunities living in a world-class 
city such as Toronto.

Boarding students develop their independence, self-
reliance, confidence and leadership skills, while being 
supported in a safe, family setting and receiving 
unique attention. As an alumna she will join our proud 
continuum of 9,500 Old Girls who are connected to 
each other in more than 70 countries around the 
world.
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Lakefield College School
Lakefield College School is a coeducational 
boarding and day school for students in grades 
9-12. Located an hour and 45 minutes from 
Toronto on a beautiful lakefront campus, the 
nature and the outdoors plays a large part in 
our program.

At LCS students balance a rigorous academic 
program with the opportunity to develop 
leadership skills, co-curricular interests, and 
personal wellness, preparing them well for their 
post-secondary studies. At Lakefield, we 
prioritize people, program and place - and our 
small, tight-knit community is warm and 
welcoming and gives them feeling of family for 
our students, faculty and staff.
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Pickering College
Founded in 1842, Pickering College is 
located on 42 acres in Newmarket, 
Ontario. Although the campus is only 
45km from downtown Toronto and 
Pearson International Airport, the Town of 
Newmarket offers the safety and support 
of a small town. PC is a co-ed school, 
with 440 students, including 130 boarding 
students from almost 30 countries.
All students, benefit from our unique and 
fully integrated Global Leadership 
Program that empowers students to make 
a difference in the world.

Pickering College offers on-campus 
residential boarding for Grades 7-12 with 
ESL support. The school also offers an 
ESL Summer Camp.
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Queen Margaret’s School
As a trailblazing university-preparatory High 
School for Grades 8-12, and Boarding School 
for Grades 6-12, Queen Margaret's School 
(QMS) transforms how students learn through 
our unique programming.
Experiential learning, sustainable innovation, 
entrepreneurship, and equine-facilitated 
leadership provide students with hands-on 
skills they require for their future.

The on-campus equestrian program provides 
the option for students to ride at various levels 
during the school day. As an international 
campus, QMS promotes empathy and 
inclusivity in every corner of our 27 acre 
campus.

We develop new generations of confident 
leaders of character and compassion to create 
a more just and connected world. 
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Ridley College
Since 1889, Ridley has provided students with 
enriching learning and life-shaping experiences 
and has prepared them for success at some of 
the top universities and colleges around the 
world.

With 700 students from 63 countries, the 
largest boarding programme in Ontario and the 
third largest in Canada, Ridley College is a 
truly international, co-educational day and 
boarding school. Students in Junior 
Kindergarten through a Post Graduate year 
are engaged in vibrant, challenging, and 
forward-thinking academic, co-curricular, and 
residential life programmes. Ridley is the only 
independent boarding school in Canada and 
one of three in North America authorized to 
offer the International Baccalaureate (IB) 
continuum programme, in addition to the 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma.
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Rothesay Netherwood School
Rothesay Netherwood School is located in 
beautiful Atlantic Canada. RNS is a small 
school by design with no more than 280 
students, where it is important for everyone to 
be involved and to know one another. 

The school is a recognized as a leader in the 
field of education with outstanding academics, 
first-rate innovative teachers, excellence in 
athletics, art and music programs, and their 
involvement with Outward Bound, Duke of Ed 
and Round Square Programs. 

Everyone who chooses RNS does so because 
they want to provide their child the opportunity 
to reach their full potential in a safe, supportive 
environment where they are happy and 
engaged.
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Shawnigan Lake School
With 90% full time boarders, Shawnigan
Lake School is one of Canada's purest 
boarding schools. Located on the 
amazing west coast, students from all 
over the world and Canada love this true 
Canadian experience!

Shawnigan offers a high academic 
program with lots of academic support as 
well as one of North America's biggest 
campus' with high class facilities in 
pristine condition. 

Alumni, current students and prospective 
families - they all agree: Once you drive 
through the school gates, you will fall in 
love with Shawnigan!
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St. Andrew’s College
Founded in 1899, St. Andrew’s College (SAC) 
is an independent, all-boys university 
preparatory school for grades 5-12. Located 40 
minutes north of Toronto, SAC's now 125-acre 
campus is home to a mix of 631 boarding and 
day students from 23 countries.

As set out in our mission statement, SAC’s 
rigorous academic program is complemented 
by a wide range of co-curricular activities 
designed to develop “the complete man, the 
well-rounded citizen.” 

All boys participate in the extensive athletic 
program (71 teams across 21 sports) and the 
111-year-old Cadet Corps. Graduates gain 
entry to top universities in Canada, the U.S., 
and abroad, and are part of a network of 6,000 
Old Boys around the world.
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St. George’s School
St. George’s School, located in 
Vancouver, was founded in 1930 and is a 
world-class boys’ university preparatory 
school grounded in research into how 
boys learn. We offer our 1150 students, of 
whom 110 are boarders, some of the 
most diverse curricular, and co-curricular 
options in North America leading to our 
graduating classes receiving over 700 
offers, from over 145 universities 
worldwide. Boarding students at St. 
George’s School benefit from a tight-knit 
boarding community, while they enjoy all 
of what living in the of Vancouver has to 
offer — whether urban, cultural, or 
outdoor experiences.
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St. John’s-Ravenscourt School
Located in the City of Winnipeg, St. 
John’s-Ravenscourt School is the second 
oldest school in Canada and has a strong 
history of academic excellence.

The School’s debating and public 
speaking program is world renown having 
won 15 World Championships. SJR 
prides itself in offering a challenging 
academic program focused on Math and 
Science and countless co-curricular and 
sports activities. Our 830 day students 
welcome 40 boarding students from 
around the world. 100 % of students are 
accepted to university and 98% of the 
2017 SJR graduates were accepted to 
their first choice university and program.
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St. Margaret’s School
St. Margaret’s School is a community that 
cares deeply about girls; we have been 
dedicated to their education, development 
and well-being for over a century.

Together, we help girls become powerful 
learners with the knowledge, attitudes 
and courage to thrive – in their studies 
and careers, and in life. Our small-scale 
learning environment provides teachers 
with the flexibility to personalize learning 
for each student – building upon 
individual passions, and challenging each 
girl to improve her own performance, 
exceed her own expectations and realize 
her own potential.
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St. Michaels University School
Located in Victoria, British Columbia, St. Michaels University 
School is an international coed boarding and day school with a 
global reputation for academic excellence. With nearly 600 
senior school students, including a balance of boarding and 
day students, boarding students have the opportunity to study 
alongside Canadian students who elect SMUS as their school 
of choice.

Founded in 1906, students relish the challenge of an extensive 
curriculum, including Canada’s most established and 
successful Advanced Placement program offering 28 AP 
courses. Our 2019 graduating class, consisting of 144 students 
received 600 acceptances to 156 universities worldwide and 
won $3 million in scholarships. Top universities regularly 
include Oxford, Cambridge and Harvard. Students requiring 
English support enroll in our ESL program and yet are fully 
integrated with all students. 

This year, SMUS exceptional boarding program (grade 8-12) 
welcomed students from over 32 countries. Students have 
been afforded the opportunity to enjoy a variety of activities 
found exclusively in an urban centre – from professional sports 
teams, restaurants and theatres to everything recreational that 
Vancouver Island has to offer such as sailing, hiking,tennis, 
and golfing.



CAIS BOARDING IN CANADA 2012

Stanstead College
Stanstead College is an independent 
boarding school for students in Grades 7 
to 12 located in the small town of 
Stanstead, QC. Our expansive 600-acre 
campus is surrounded by the beautiful 
hills and fields of the Eastern Townships 
and Northern Vermont.

Since 1872, we have been renowned for 
providing students from the loyal 
community and beyond with a top-quality 
educational experience. Today, we are 
proud to say that we are truly an 
international school, with our Canadian 
and American students being joined by 
young adults representing over 30 
different countries, including several 
young men and women from Japan.
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Trafalgar Castle School
Educating girls since 1874, Trafalgar Castle School is 
a place like no other. By challenging her mind, 
strengthening her voice and nurturing her heart, we 
prepare girls for life through innovative programming 
and authentic learning experiences amidst a 
community of care and support. Diverse perspectives 
in our classrooms, programs and student experiences 
reflect the many voices within our community, across 
our country and around the world. Capable and 
confident, our students are equipped with the mindset 
to define their own future and contribute and thrive in 
a world of accelerating change.

Located just 45 minutes east of Canada’s largest city, 
in a safe and small community, our
boarding program attracts 75 Canadian and 
international students in Grades 7-12. Boarding life 
plays an important role in our unique learning 
environment, broadening the cultural and national 
diversity on campus and guiding each boarder toward 
both independence and shared responsibility.
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Trinity College School
Since 1865 Trinity College School has 
been building its now well-established 
reputation among independent schools.

Small classes, gifted and caring teachers 
as well as students with a genuine 
interest in learning and growing are just 
the beginning of what the TCS community 
offers.

Best said by one of our current students, 
"At TCS, it's cool to be smart". TCS -
Think about it and when you choose, 
choose well.
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Website: https://cais.jp
Contact: Fiona Parke, fparke@cais.ca
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CAIS Information Seminar
Monday, November 18, 2019
17:00 – 20:00
Embassy of Canada - Tokyo
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